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Chem plant security plans shouldn't
be secret, activists say

Bayonne and Kearny facilities' risks assessed
Thursday, February 12, 2004

By Alexander Lane
Newhouse News Service

Plans to upgrade security at the International Matex Tank Terminal in
Bayonne, the Kuehne Chemical Co. in Kearny and other major chemical
plants in New Jersey continue to be hashed out behind closed doors
with industry groups, despite complaints from environmental activists
and U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine, D-Hoboken, business representatives
confirmed this week.

The three chemical-industry organizations negotiating the policy with
Gov. James E. McGreevey's administration have already signed off on
the plan, and are awaiting the signatures of state officials, Hal Bozarth of
the Chemistry Council of New Jersey said Monday.

"I think both sides
want this," Bozarth
said. "We need to
cooperate fully and
totally because of
the proximity to New
York and the
potential for harm."

The new security
strategy would take
the form of a
memorandum of
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the state and the
three organizations
- the American
Chemistry Council,
the Synthetic
Organic Chemical
Manufacturers
Association and
Bozarth's group.

Under a draft leaked

last year,

companies would

have to follow a set

of security

guidelines written by

the American -

Chemistry Council, or be subject to stricter, unspecified state
regulations.

Corzine, who has pushed unsuccessfully for national plant-security
standards during the past two years, has said McGreevey's policy would
set a bad example for the rest of the nation.

"Securing New Jersey's chemical plants is too important to be left to the
industry's voluntary efforts," Corzine's spokesman, Darius Goore, said in
a statement Monday.

"Senator Corzine will continue to urge (Department of Environmental
Protection) Commissioner (Bradley) Campbell to establish the same
kind of strong requirements he is working for on the federal level."

Neither Campbell nor Attorney General Peter Harvey would comment on
the policy Monday, but Harvey's spokesman, Roger Shatzkin, said it
was part of a broad strategy by the state to collaborate with businesses
to address plant security as quickly as possible.

The state's Domestic Security Preparedness Task Force has taken
other steps to protect the state's critical infrastructure, including some
major chemical plants, Shatzkin said.

"It doesn't preclude making anything mandatory down the road,"
Shatzkin said of the policy.

Rick Engler of the Work-Environment Council, an organized labor and
environmental group, said the policy should not be hatched out of public
view.

“I'm a little reluctant to comment until | see a copy of it," Engler said.
"But based on past experience, deals between industry and government
that have had no public participation are not very good for the public."

Chemical-plant security has been the subject of a heated national
debate since Sept. 11, 2001. New Jersey is third in the nation in
chemical production, with eight facilities - including Kearny's Kuehne
and Bayonne's IMTT - that could release clouds of harmful gas if
attacked, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.
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Chlorine is stored at Kuehne, while ethylenediamine, a corrosive solvent
that can impair breathing and sight, is stored at IMTT.

An emergency responders drill at IMTT in October drew hundreds of
hazardous materials workers and rescue workers from across Hudson
County. The drill simulated a terrorist attack at the facility that resulted in
a spill of toxic materials from a rail car.

Kuehne filed a worst-case scenario with the government in 1999, saying
one of its railroad tank cars fully loaded with chlorine could produce a
cloud that "would be immediately dangerous to both life and health for a
distance exceeding 14 miles," though that scenario would be highly
improbable.

Peter Kuehne, the company's safety and health director, insisted on
receiving questions in writing Monday, but did not respond to them.

No federal law requires plants to protect against terrorism. Corzine
sponsored a federal law on Oct. 31, 2001, that would require facilities to
use "inherently safe technology" where possible, even if it costs more.
For example, Kuehne might have to substitute a different substance for
chlorine. Corzine's bill stalled after a vigorous lobbying effort by
chemical industry groups.

The McGreevey administration's new policy would require that facilities
follow the Responsible Care Security Code, a set of guidelines drafted
by the American Chemistry Council. It does not require inherently safe
technology.

The code requires that facilities hire an auditor to assess their
vulnerability and make safety recommendations. Under the draft of the
state agreement leaked last year, the state would have the power to
inspect facilities to determine whether they were following the industry
standards.

Journal city editor Craig Garretson contributed to this report.
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